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@ Alaganik Angler Access Signs
Cordova Ranger District
Chugach National Forest
USDA Forest Service, Alaska Region
for Fiscal Year 2003

Obj ective/Purpose of Project: The purpose of this project was to provide interpretation of natural cycles on the Copper River Delta that affect fish and fish resources along the
newly installed Alaganik Slough Angler Access Trail.

Methods or Technigues Used: A fish crew member wrote most of the text for the signs with assistance from the district 1& E staff. The artwork was created by atalented wildlife
biologist on the district. Many district folks reviewed and edited the signs.

Realized/Expected results: Five signs were created. Topics covered include Pacific salmon life cycles, tide cycles, beaver pond cycles, human use cycles and an introduction to
cycles effecting the Copper River Delta (like earthquake uplifts, glaciers, etc).

Contact Person and telephone number: Samantha Greenwood (907)424-4740 or Deyna Kuntzsch (907)424-4737

Linksto sites:

Project Data:

Y
P&M

# Sites Program Total FS $$

Restore # Under 18 Over 18 . (e) (0) Other Res. $| (a)+(b)+(c)
Category | # New Sites [ Enhance |Presentations| Attendance | Attendance | # Products NFIF $$ NFTE $$ +(d)+(e)+(f)
Totals \ o| 0 0 0| o| 5 0 0 o 22,000 0| [ 0 22,000
Fish Watch 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 22,000 0 0 0 22,000
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dvirgovi
Five beautiful interpretive and angler access signs that tie in a NatureWatch theme. This effort was submitted through the Forest Service Wildlife, Fish, and Rare Plant (WFRP) report, which provides project costs and contacts.  Signs are located in Cordova, Alaska.


You are surrounded by wetlands and
intertidal sloughs,

The Copper River Delea is a very unigue and
special place. You are standing in a place of constane
change and renewal. The dynamic forces of mamre
are constantly sculpring the lindscape, Glaciers,
carthquakes, tides, nvers, amd liviseg creamures thar
el s place home are all inerconnecied and
influesce how this area chanpes and cvolves,

The Alaganik Slough Trail will provide you with a
firsthand view of the cycles that are occureing on
the Delta cvery day, lnterpregive signs will goide
you as yvou cxplore the many cycles ehar influence
the Copper River Delea,

cley
P

Be a Responsible User

Stay op the Trail
T he wealands are sematie. Yo can dosgnoy

VETELL { wira leave nhee prail,

Bz Qhuize

Yoru will have a berner chance
ol sooing wiibd e af you walk
susacely and slowly along

the wrail

Dion's Latter!

WildliEe can be harmed by
discasded plastic and
ather garkage

Recyele Your Fishing Line
Do your part to protect the wildbife andSES e

ermamament, Mace used fishing line in the

bas ar ehe prallesd




& hatern
“lnoped ity
The uplift cansed by the 1964 carthquake drained ]
some of the Dela's wetlands, The 1|_||!i|'1.|:|] wetlands
provide an cxcellene environment for alder and willow,
making the Copper River Dela prime habitar for

beavers,

Beavers can alter their environment by
building dams. Pends, creared by dam
construction, provide the beaver safe nccess
o their food and nes habiae for lish and
wildlife.

Beavers may use an arca for VEArs until I:ha’.':- have
exhausted their food supply. Even though the
heavers have moved on, the ponds they created can

continue to provide habica for many vears.

[ams will evenroally break, draining the

prands and allowing the alder and willow

1o grow back wnil the Beavers returm.

wwnand the cycle begins again




Are You Part

People playa role in the narural cycles that eccur on the
Copper River Delra by enjoying its vast resources. As this
area has grown in populasity, it has been challenging o
provide a balance berween human access and wetlands

prTOfeCtion.

The Alaganik Slough Trail serikes this balance. The trail is
partially constructed out of Geoblock®, a recycled plastic.
The Geoblock® provides a stable footpath, allows light o
penetrate, and encourages plants ro grow and flourish.

Opportunities for anglers

The fish using Alaganik Slough o migrare to
their naral streams entice many anglers o st
thicir wkills. ||'}'l::||.| release YOuLE fishy, wese the proper

rechnigues to improve their chances of sundval,

Tips 1o release fish uoharmed include:
* K cep the fish in the water

* B eop fingers away from gills and eyes
= U s barbless hooks

= [on’t use bait

= Support the fish facing the curmene

until it swims away

Recycle when you re-spool
+ Drop unwanted line in recyele bax
ar the star ¢ of the il
|k any » O Id line is recyeled into new fishing reel
pad. 5"-"“‘\ handles, knife handles and pr opellers
|l“"‘-‘-' e
Raga

fia

ILP'I?‘-‘




Wbﬁl‘ﬁ AF@ The S@Hmﬁ‘i@ml Gois

On the Copper River Delti ane has a unique opportunity to view the i
intricare life cveles of the Pacific salmon. Salmon are anadromous fish, Found on the Dela
' Kieg, salmon = Chinook
Rl jalices = Saachieye
freshwarer to spawn. Sibwer wbmon = Cobo
Pk salin = Higey
i sabossn = Dog

us fepve e i

which means they live their adult lives in the ccean and return 1o

Adult salmon migrare back 1o their naal streams o SPAWL With her

tail, the female salmon digs @ nest in the gravel called a redd. She Vi
ch:u-.:iu epgs in the redd and the male ferilizes the epgs. The cpps Y
develop throughout the winter and hatch into alevins. As the alevins

absorh the ez yolks they become fry and swim up through the gravel

to begin their lives in the stream. Afier spending up o three years in

freshwater, the fry po through physical changes and become smoles.

Then the smolts migrate to the ocean o matare into aduls,

alevin

S

EBE

Even in death salmon provide life...

Although the salmon die after spawning, their carcasses
continue to play an important role in the ecosystem. The
decomposing salmon provide food for aquatic insects and
other animals. The carcasses also serve as a nutrient source
for the developing juvenile salmon.

..and the cycle begins again




bb and Flow

The ocean grealy affects this special place. Tidal fluciuations
supply nutrients and help carve thie landscape that you see in
it e e ot A B ST [y off you, Although the open ocean is more than 6 miles

dewnstream from here, this area is influenced by tide cycles,
Aquatic specics must b wolerane of both saltwarer and

Frfarrys warek g o7

i i e, mrre 4 e

freshwater to survive here,

y il planet e

The scicnce of tides

Tides are cased by the gravitational pull of the sun and
meon upen the carth. Although the moon is smallee
than the sun, the graviational pull is much greater due
tar the moon's proximity 1w the carth, The sides of the
carth that are closest 1o and farthest from the moon are
thie areas that expericnee high tides,

Be Carcful.....

Hete ar Alaganik Slough, tides affect the water level,
Caution must be raken when crossing slotghs as the tde
may b rising, and the water level may be higher on your
return crossing, Consulting tide ables will keep vou

Slosphe t dod Fidt . Siecgh ot hapodide . \ ¢ fraed 15 to the best times 1o cross the dough. The nde £
is two hours kuer here than at the ocen.
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Figure 6: Y ellow cedar frames and posts for signs
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